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SUBJECT: EXPLOSION ABOARD PARKED PIA AIRCRAFT 

REFERENCE: (A) ISLAMABAD 6158 
(B) KARACHI 1389 

1. PIA CHIEF NUR KHAN JULY 9 REVEALED SEVERAL ADDITIONAL 
DETAILS ABOUT THE JULY 5 EXPLOSION ABOARD A PARKED PIA 
AIRCRAFT IN RAWALPINDI. ACCORDING TO REUTERS CORRESPONDENT 
GRAHAM STEWART, WHO SAYS THAT NUR KHAN WENT OUT OF HIS 
WAY TO INITIATE A CONVERSATION WITH HIM AT RAWALPINDI 
AIRPORT, THE PIA CHAIRMAN ADMITTED THAT THE EXPLOSION 

WAS CAUSE BY A PLASTIC BOMB WHICH BLEW TWO HOLES IN 
THE AIRCRAFT, ONE IN THE SIDE AND ANOTHER IN THE BOTTOM. 

TO COUNTER ANY FURTHER BOMBING ATTEMPTS, KHAN NOTED, 

PIA HAS ALREADY INCREASED SECURITY MEASURES AT ALL AIRPORTS. 
AND, APPARENTLY TO ADVISE ON THESE, THE PARS HAVE 
REQUESTED THE SERVICES OF AN AMERICAN EXPERT. (EMBASSY 
HAD NO PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE OF THIS, ASSUMES THAT IT 
WAS DONE THROUGH PAK EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON OR DIRECTLY 
THROUGH PIA CHANNELS.) KHAN TOLD STEWART THAT THE GOP, 
(THROUGH, WE ASSUME, THE FEDERAL INVESTIGATING AGENCY), 

NOW HAS TOTAL CHARGE OF INVESTIGATING THE MATTER. HE 
SAID THE PIA HAS CONCLUDED ITS INVESTIGATION. 
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2. IN DISCUSSING POSSIBLE MOTIVES FOR THE BOMBING, 
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KHAN DISCOUNTED TWO CURRENT RUMORS: A. THAT THE DEVICE 
WAS PLANTED BY A DISGRUNTLED AIRLINE EMPLOYEE WITH A 
GRUDGE GROWING OUT OF A RECENT LABOR UNION SQUABBLE; 
AND B. THAT IT WAS AN ATTEMPT ON THE LIFE OF FOREIGN 
SECRETARY AGHA SHAHI WHO WAS ABOARD FLIGHT 308 ENROUTE 
HOME FROM AN OFFICIAL VISIT TO SRI LANKA. WHILE 
DISMISSING THESE RUMORS, KHAN "PRIVATELY" REPEATED WHAT 
IS TODAY'S GOVERNMENT LINE: THAT THE BOMB WAS PLANTED 
BY TERRORISTS/CONNECTED WITH THE NOW BANNED NATIONAL 
AWAMI PARTY. (THIS CHARGE WAS MADE JULY 9 IN SUPREME 
COURT HEARING ON NAP BY INTER-SERVICES INTELLIGENCE 
CHIEF, LT. GENERAL JILANI, SEE ALSO SEPTEL.) 

3. WE WOULD APPRECIATE LEARNING FROM 

KARACHI ANYTHING THEY MAY KNOW ABOUT AMERICAN EXPERT 
KHAN SAYS PARS HAVE CALLED IN. 
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